In the Claims: 



1 . (amended) A_Gripping colle^ (10) for gr a sping a thr e ad (F) dur i ng th e 

pr e paration of a woven s e am, the gripping collet being adapted to be 
arranged at the end of a draw-through qrippe r for grasping a thread during the 
preparation of a woven seam, a n d h a ving a g r i p p ing c o ll e t body (1 2), a 
pneum a tic cy li nd e r (1 4 ) w it h an exten dabl e and retrac ta bl e p i ston (25) and a 
f i rst and a se co n d clamp i ng e l em e nt, th e first and th e s e cond clamping 
el e ment (20, 24) b e ing able t o be c lam p ed ag ainst ea c h o the r t o gr asp th e 
thr e a d (F ) u s ing the pneumatic cylinder, charact e riz e d in that t he gripping 
collet comprising: 

t h e first clamping element has two cylinder surfaces at a distance from 
each other (20) and 

the s e cond c la m p i ng e l e ment has a cylinder surface (24), 

the arr a ngement of th e cy l i nd er s urfaces (2 0, 24) being such that the 

axes of the cylinder surface s li e parall el to e ach oth e r and e ss e nt i ally at 
r i ght - angl e s to th e ax is of the pne um at ic c ylind e r (1 4 ) and, i n the 
e xt e nd e d st a te of th e pneumatic cylinde r (1 4 ), the cylind e r surfac e (2 4 ) 
of the seco n d c la mping e l e m e nt li e s b e tw ee n th e t w o cylin d e r surfac e s 
( 2 0) of the first cla mping element. 
a gripping collet body; 

a pneumatic cylinder attached at the gripping collet body and including 
a piston which is extendable and retractable along an axis; 

a first clamping element having two cylinder surfaces arranged at a 
distance from each other, the axes of the cylinder surfaces being arranged 
parallel to each other and substantially at right-angles to the axis of the 
pneumatic cylinder; and 

a second clamping element having a cylinder surface, the axis of the 
cylinder surface being arranged parallel to the axes of the cylinder surfaces of 
the first clamping element and substantially at right-angles to the axis of the 
pneumatic cylinder, in the extended state of the pneumatic cylinder, the 
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cylinder surface of the second clamping element lying between the two 
cylinder surfaces of the first clamping element; 

wherein one of the first and second clamping elements being arranged 
at the gripping collet body and the other being arranged at the piston of the 
pneumatic cylinder whereby the first and the second clamping elements being 
adapted to be clamped against each other by the pneumatic cylinder to grasp 
the thread. 



2. (amended) The Ggripping collet according to exclaim 1 , wherein the first 
clamping element (20) b e ing the s tat i o na ry o n e is arranged at the gripping 
collet body and the second clamping element (24) being th e movabl e one is 
arranged at the piston . 



3. (amended) The Ggripping collet according to of,claim 1 A of-2r -wherein the 

pneumatic cylinder (44f worksmg against the force of a spring-(2§), so that the 
gripping collet is opened in normal state. 



4. (amended) The Ggripping collet according to of claim 3 t wherein the gripping 
collet having comprises a control device for: by m e a n s of wh i ch firstly the two 
cl a m pi n g ele m e nts (20, 2 4) can be mov e d a ga i nst e ach other by th e supply of 
compress e d gas to c l ose th e gr ip pin g co l let and grasp the thread (F), 
secondly by int e rrupting th e supply o f compr e ss ed gas the two clamping 
elements (20, 2 4 ) can be moved away fr o m ea ch other by spring force to 
op e n t he grip pi ng coll e t an d re l e ase the thread and th i rdly, th e pre ss ure of the 
compress e d g a s can be set so that th e spring force is e ss e ntially 
comp e nsated for a nd th e t w o clamp ing el e m e nts ( 2 0, 24) pr e ss with a n at 
most low fo r c e against a thr e ad (F) arr a ng e d b e twe e n them. 

firstly controlling the supply of compressed gas to close the gripping 

collet and grasp the thread by moving the two clamping elements against 
each other; 

secondly interrupting the supply of compressed gas so that the two clamping 

elements will be moved away from each other by force of the spring to open 
the gripping collet and release the thread: and 
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thirdly setting the pressure of the compressed gas such that the spring 

force is essentially compensated for and the two clamping elements press 
with an at most low force against a thread arranged between them. 

5. (amended) The Ggripping collet according to one o f claims ^ 1 te-4; 

wti frcomprising a pin (28fpointing in the direction of movement of the piston 
(2§), which, together with the two clamping elements (20, 24) and the gripping 
collet body-445), surrounds a grasped thread (Pfon all sides. 
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